Letter as published in the Houston Chronicle today October 7, 2016:

 Carbon fees
   Regarding “Groups tout tax to fight warming” (Page A1, Sept. 30), the energy industry is not alone in “knowing climate change is real.” Just read a geography book and see that climate change has been a constant feature of the Earth’s history for 4.5 billion years.

   The last ice age 12,000 years ago was a whopper of change. I believe man-made influences on current climate are elusive to prove scientifically. Current climate changes fall within long-term norms.

   It is a no-brainer that the energy industry embraces fossil fuel fees as an alternative to the Environmental Protection Agency regulatory behemoth. Such fees become a pass-through cost of doing business, paid for by the consumer. Any rebates to the consumer will be trimmed by various administrative and bureaucratic expenses.

   Charles G. Battig, Houston
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RE Groups Tout Tax:

The energy industry is not alone in “knowing climate change is real.”  Just read a geography book and see that climate change has been a constant feature of the earth’s history for 4.5 billion years.  The last ice age 12,000 years ago was a whopper of change.  Man-made influences on current climate prove elusive to prove scientifically.  Current climate changes fall within long-term norms.

It is a no-brainer that energy industry embraces fossil fuel fees as an alternative to the unbridled EPA regulatory behemoth. Such fees become a pass-through cost of doing business, paid for by the consumer.  Any rebates to the consumer will be trimmed by various administrative and bureaucratic expenses.

EPA supported climatologists have calculated that the Clean Power EPA climate regulations might prevent an insignificant 0.018 degree Celsius of warming by the year 2100. EPA administrator Gina McCarty testified before Congress that: “This is not about pollution control.” 

Not about climate change; not about pollution;  but about killing Texas jobs and more expensive energy.

Charles G. Battig, M.D.

Houston

