The Daily Progress, Charlottesville, VA
Opinion/Letter: Energy-policy mind games a waste - The Daily Progress: Letters To The Editor 
Posted: Wednesday, February 4, 2015 12:00 am 
The American Heritage® Idioms Dictionary defines “Waste not, want not” as: “Wise use of one's resources will keep one from poverty… [R]ecorded in 1772 but had an earlier version…willful waste makes woeful want (1576)."

That was then; this is now: “Charlottesville a semifinalist in $5 million energy-saving competition” (The Daily Progress, Jan. 18).

It now “takes a village” of tax-supported agencies, grant recipients, tax credits, and public/private partnerships to persuade folks to do what used to come naturally.

“Campaigning as Energize!Charlottesville, the city will be working with 25 local community partners to drive down citywide energy use. …Groups such as the Charlottesville City Schools, the Local Energy Alliance Program and the University of Virginia Office for Sustainability have joined the campaign ... to drive down energy consumption.”

The Jan. 14 announcement by the sponsor of the contest, Georgetown University, included these tips: “implementing bold new policies; conducting deep data-mining of their energy use; creating novel financing mechanisms; focusing on energy-intensive low-income neighborhoods; and trying radically unique approaches to behavior change, using gamification or the latest methods in social science research — one community is even mobilizing kids as a vector for change by creating a ‘pester power’ campaign.”

These tips mirror the six “products” of the 2011 Charlottesville Region Sustainability Implementation: “Sustainability Baseline and Performance Measurement System; Common Land Use – Transportation Vision for the Charlottesville/Albemarle Region; Integration of Sustainability Strategies into Comprehensive Plans and the Long Range Transportation; Code and Ordinance Sustainability Recommendations; Plan for Behavior Change Processes; Public Engagement.”

Imposed “behavioral change” remains an important tool for this ivory-tower crowd. The 2011 plan says: “Although there have been some notable failures in attempts to change behavior on the part of the public ... [r]ecent efforts in both this country and overseas are beginning to develop approaches that may be successful on a more consistent basis. …” 

Now GU apparently will have children serve as “pester power” in this brain-washing endeavor. What “radically unique” overseas efforts are we to emulate today? Don’t ask.

Best of luck, Charlottesville. However, real energy costs are falling as a result of private initiatives such as fracking on private lands. Oil is 50 percent cheaper; some gasoline prices are down below $2 per gallon. Global atmospheric temperatures have remained stagnant for more than 18 years, according to some measures, even as global carbon dioxide has risen 10 percent — all without “the latest methods in social science research.”
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