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False assumptions no basis for policy
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

In his Commentary column, “China, America and climate change,” Hullihen W. Moore seems aghast over increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide levels and human contributions to that total. He simply lists carbon dioxide sources from various countries, and then asserts “the math requires China, India and the U.S. control their emissions” and “America must stop whining.” Unaddressed is the basic question: Why? Is it axiomatic that man-made carbon dioxide alone controls global climate in a predictable and wished-for manner? The scientific record indicates not.

Is Moore unaware that water vapor (clouds) account for about 95 percent of the greenhouse gas effect (GHGE); that all atmospheric carbon dioxide contributes about 3.5 percent of the GHGE, and that all human activities contribute only about 3 percent to the total atmospheric carbon dioxide? Encyclopaedia Britannica 2014: “Anthropogenic emissions currently account for the annual release of about 7 gigatons (7 billion tons) of carbon into the atmosphere … equal to approximately 3 percent of the total emissions of carbon dioxide by natural sources (i.e. 230 billion tons).” Thus all human-produced carbon dioxide is responsible for a mere 0.12 percent of the GHGE. Human life evolved with carbon dioxide levels 10 times or more the present 400ppm.

Nature has provided Moore and the U.N. with a quandary. Satellite records for the past 18 years have documented no rise in atmospheric temperature in spite of a 10 percent rise in atmospheric carbon dioxide. The claimed cause-and-effect correlation is broken. False or non-validated assumptions are neither the basis for valid public policy, nor for whining scare stories.

As for the poor nations, the record is clear that as they achieve economic success, they concurrently achieve the ability to reduce real pollution. Meanwhile, higher carbon dioxide levels produce greater crop yields for many countries. That’s the better picture.
Charles Battig.
Charlottesville.
