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LETTERS…
Climate science 
   Regarding “Texas can’t pretend it’s immune to climate change” (Page B7, Nov. 19) by Henry Cisneros, Texas can’t pretend it’s immune to climate change and neither can any other state or country because constant climate change is the normal condition for the Earth.
   Ten thousand years ago a mile-high ice sheet covering the upper U.S. melted, and sea levels rose 400 feet. The “little ice-age” 1300-1850 is documented in the paintings and literature of the time. Mathematician (chaos theory) and climatologist Richard Lorenz postulated “does a (stable) climate exist?”
   According to its website, Cisneros’ Risky Business Project is a partnership of Bloomberg Philanthropies, the Paulson Institute and TomKat Charitable Trust, which enlisted Risk Management Solutions, a catastrophe-modeling company for insurance, reinsurance and investment-management companies.
   The bulk of the Cisneros article relies on computer–generated climate and economic predictions. A good scare story might benefit insurers by justifying higher insurance premiums. However, the track-record for long term climate change computer modeling is a failure. 
   Models cannot identify human-induced climate changes from larger, natural background climate changes. The past 18 years of satellite temperature records show no change in global temperature even as atmospheric carbon   dioxide increased ten percent.
   The paper “Trends and acceleration in global and regional sea levels since 1807,” published in the Global and Planetary Change Journal, reports “there has been no dramatic increase — or any increase… in the mean rate of global sea level rise due to the historical increase in the atmosphere’s CO2 concentration.” 
   The Palmer drought index documents little change in drought over the past 60 years. Coastal sea level rise is real, but is primarily a case of land-sinking, here in Texas and in Virginia’s tidewater area.
   Talking down the present value of Texas real estate may make for profitable bargain hunting, but has little to do with climate science 
   Charles Battig, Charlottesville, Va.
