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Clean energy utopia would be a job-killer     
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

Recent letters reflect romantic notions of a utopian future powered by cleaner and more renewable energy sources that are accompanied by new jobs.  They tell us that it’s time Virginia weaned itself from corporate coal and cash.

But the dark underbelly of renewable energy is in full view for those willing to take off their green-colored glasses.  Renewable energy is more expensive and less reliable. Fossil fuel power-plants are needed to provide reliable electricity at night or when the wind fails.   Renewable energy has yet to be weaned from taxpayer subsidies.  The environmental disasters of more than 400,000 yearly bird-deaths by wind turbines and roasted bird-carcasses from commercial solar plants are ignored.

Germany had a multi-year start down this utopian path. The foundering of that renewable dream is well documented.  Germans pay the highest electricity prices in Europe. In 2013 coal consumption jumped 8 percent and with each new rooftop solar panel and wind turbine more coal is burned.  Energy-intensive industries may leave Germany because of energy costs. More than 300,000 households yearly their have power shut off because of unpaid bills, creating a new energy-starved under-class.

In Virginia, renewable-energy subsidies redistribute money from the poor to the affluent.   Increased electric rates subsidize the elitist-homeowner’s roof-mounted solar panels, and above-market payments for the solar-energy fed back into the electric grid. Generous energy conservation rebate programs are paid for by increased electric bills for everyone else, courtesy of our politicians and State Corporation Commission.  More expensive energy destroys jobs.  A Spanish study concluded heavily subsidizing renewable energy in Spain destroyed 2.2 jobs for every one green job created.

Seventeen years of no increase in global temperatures even as atmospheric CO2 has increased 9%, makes a mockery of the anti-coal-lobby scare tactics.
Charles Battig. Charlottesville.
