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(See my presentations at: www.climateis.wordpress.com and www.schillingshow.com/)
Who is responsible for the County Comprehensive Plan (CP) currently before our BOS?  The Planning Commission claims 38 public meetings. BOS Chairwoman Ann H. Mallek: "This is a historic document that thousands of citizens have worked on over 40 years.”  How many of you have participated in this process?  I have tried to make most all the public meetings, and I saw miniscule public participation. Besides, the point is not how many meetings were held, but what components of the CP were changed, following open public input. There was no open debate, such as a town hall meeting with Q&A.  Planning Commissioners and BOS reject open debate.
As a general guide to County physical development and environmental stewardship, some form of CP is necessary.  What we have instead is a voluminous picture-book document produced by the County Planning staff. It embodies the APA self-proclaimed ideologies wishing to micro-manage our lives…the enlightened-elite reforming the common folk via legislation. VA State law requires only:  “at least once every five years the comprehensive plan shall be reviewed by the local planning commission to determine whether it is advisable to amend the plan.”  Was there a vote to do this? A FOIA request is in the offing. There is no State requirement to amend, only to review.  
The planners see themselves as the enlightened ruling-class.  Just ask them. “Planners are the guardians of the future; protect the public interest, safety and welfare; have a special concern for the long-term consequences of present day actions; add value by communicating the outcomes of planning, with a special focus on the economics of land use decisions; ensure that elected officials make smart, efficient and equitable decisions that work for the long term.” (APA Webinar November 2011).
In the proposed CP, there is an initial mention of public wishes and private property rights, but then the CP stomps all over that feigned concern. The “Livability Project” survey reported that “fewer regulations and protection of private property rights were top priorities of the county residents.” Instead, Albemarle planning staff parrots APA principles in its CP draft wish-list, avoids considerations of taxpayer cost or cost-effectiveness, and envisions a multitude of “strategies” to impose its vision on taxpayers.  Implementation of these strategies via zoning changes is the next step, unless rejected by our BOS. The CP is only advisory, not legally binding.
The CP expresses concern with view-sheds and historical artifacts, but not with constitutional views or with the lessons of our history. The Marxian goal of “social justice” is a stated underlying objective, based on the referenced 1998 “Sustainability Accords,” and, as such, is an insult to our local Founding Fathers.
Rural roads are extolled for their scenic and tourist values, rather than as safe and efficient transportation conduits.

Regulatory control is proposed to ensure Disneyland-like, aesthetically-defined rural landscapes; all that is missing is a new generation of complacent  “Stepford wives” and designated photo-op locations… all for the stated benefit of the local tourism industry. Proposed “Unity in format” standards are in keeping with standardized Potemkin village facades reminiscent of Hollywood’s “City-Walk,” make-believe world.

It is a sham to claim wide-spread community input, unless that means the community of special interest groups meeting behind the scenes. It certainly has not been evidenced by a variety of independent citizens speaking at these open public venues. Replace all CP references to “Albemarle wants/visions” with the term “County Planning Staff and special interest groups want.”

SimCity, computer-bound planners designing dream communities on their computers do not assure transformation of the rural life-style into hip, new-urbanism communities. Vibrant is a favorite word of the planners; forgotten is that such vitality arises organically from freely interacting individuals, not from a planner’s word processor and utopian dogma.  Albemarle County is no Greenwich Village in the making.
The CP exudes planners’ elitist lingo, with such expressions as “multimodal experiences,” and references to pedestrians wistfully “assessing their relationships to a nearby building and street.” Environmental systems are erroneously assumed to be fragile, contradicting recent science publications.
A motivated attorney might re-evaluate the unjust takings of county taxpayer taxes to foster a clearly discriminatory planning policy which explicitly states a lower level of Rural County services in favor of privileged development areas of smart growth.  The County went to court in the 1980s to enforce its arbitrary 95/5% discrimination policy.
The “Neighborhood Model” is held up as the ideal for development. Citizens change their minds when it hits next to them. “Traffic is an issue, and in some places it’s a problem,” said Commissioner Tom Loach…That said, “the Comprehensive Plan allows this plan. In fact, it encourages this type of plan”. The County refuses to acknowledge the published negative effects of compact/smart growth. It results in more expensive housing, more concentrated pollution, more crime, and less choice. 
Suggestion to our BOS: approve the CP but delete all planners’ “Strategy” content.  We have enough regulations already; issues are best dealt with on an ad hoc basis; not by pre-packaged, one-sided planners’ solutions. Suggestion to the rest of you: Speak Up.
