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Mindset of county schools is off

By Charles Battig

Yes, “Out of the mouths of babes oft come gems” is a traditional saying, validated by our cultural heritage.

It comes to mind via the recent notoriety of the Woodbrook third-grade students/Kid-Pan-Alley musical ode to communitarianism and economic class envy. The lengthy “did they really write that all by themselves?” affirmations, denials and publicity led to the eventual confession by KPA founder Paul Reisler that he was responsible for introducing the political elements into the students’ song. Thus in this instance, bogus “gems” were planted in the mouths of innocent babes.

The official pronouncements of the Albemarle County School Board served to defend and preserve the illusion that the school kids had done this all on their own. Rather than reacting with public doubt, indignation and investigation, Chairman Stephen Koleszar’s position (“Albemarle third-graders' Occupy song draws criticism,” The Daily Progress, Jan. 3) seemed to indicate that producing such a third-grade politically oriented ditty was a bit of business as usual for Albemarle County students.

The official Albemarle County School Board web page lists six “Strategic Goals.” The No. 3 goal includes: “our employees must be the best that they can be.” Is allowing KPA entry into the third-grade classroom and allowing its message of political indoctrination an example of “the best” that can be expected of that teacher and her supervisors?

Perhaps School Board goal No. 1, “preparing students to succeed as members of a global community,” sets the tone for the classroom. None of the goals listed includes preparing students to be, first of all, good citizens of the United States and to understand their unique American heritage. Instead, the focus is on the one-world mindset of the United Nations.

I hope that this incident might serve to cause the School Board to reconsider and redirect its excellence efforts closer to home, and to alert parents as to what passes for a self-proclaimed “world-class educational system.”
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