http://www2.dailyprogress.com/news/2011/nov/26/letter-students-against-coal-would-benefit-more-re-ar-1493401/

[image: image1]
Published: November 26, 2011 

Home / news / opinion / 

LETTER: Students against coal would benefit from more research

By Daily Progress Staff 

The Nov. 20 article “Advocates: Coal an unhealthy choice for UVa” by Kurt Walters documents the Sierra Student Coalition’s “Beyond Coal” campaign. It probably pains them to be reminded that “coal” is the first part of the word “coalition.”

The source for their concerns about particulates and nitrous oxides is unspecified “environmentalists.” No evidence is presented documenting levels of these two byproducts in the vicinity of the power plant at the University of Virginia. The relation to triggering asthma is taken as a given. Similar linking of automobile exhaust to childhood asthma was presented at recent Albemarle County Board of Supervisor meetings related to the U.S. 29 Western Bypass project. The November 2011 issue of “Pediatrics” article by J.T. McBride, MD, presents scientific evidence for a strong link between acetaminophen use and the current asthma epidemic. The association holds up when measured across countries, double-blind studies, and environmental changes. The journal report contains the recommendation that children at risk for asthma avoid the use of acetaminophen. Perhaps the students might better spend their time in spreading this information.

The UVa plant operator notes a mercury emission of 4.6 ounces for the past year. Rounding upward, I get the equivalent of 130 grams of mercury. The ubiquitous compact fluorescent bulb (CFL) contains about 5 milligrams of imported Chinese mercury. If there are 26,000 such bulbs in the city and county, and they wind up in trash dumps, some significant portion of that mercury is released into our environment. Beloved mother nature releases an estimated 9,000 to 10,000 tons of mercury per year.

The lack of scientific basis for the student concern is captured in their quote: “Much of the opposition to the UVa plant is symbolic.” Concern for communities harmed by mountaintop removal does not appear to extend to concern for the economic well-being of such communities.

 

Charles Battig, MD
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