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Sustainability plans seek to redistribute populations
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

There has been a recent focus on reducing the size and cost of the federal government. Some activities of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) might deserve cost-cutting, particularly those efforts to engineer how and where we live via HUD "sustainability" grants.

In 1968, the Virginia legislature created a system of 21 planning districts. The Thomas Jefferson Planning District (TJPD) is one of these; it encompasses the city of Charlottesville and the counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Greene, Louisa and Nelson. In October 2010, HUD awarded the TJPD Commission a $999,000 grant from nearly $100 million in available federal funds for the "Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program."

The grant application made reference to the "1998 Sustainability Accords," a product of the TJPDC. The stated intent of the HUD grant would be a full implementation plan "building on the 1998 Sustainability Accords." Included in that document, under "Human Population," is the objective to "Maintain a population composition that does not reduce the sustainability of the Region . . . to be measured by the distribution of population according to age, race/ethnicity, income/personal wealth, education, and employment status." This TJPDC grant application, funded by HUD, appears to confirm that such aims are now federal policy, even here in the homeland of Jefferson.

"Sustainability" has become the de facto new benchmark determining the validity of our constitutional rights, and planning commissions have become the unelected shadow governments of enforcement. The only legal barrier to enactment via codification in the local comprehensive plan is the local board of supervisors.

The House of Representatives has voted to cut funding from President Obama's "Partnership for Sustainable Communities." This would not only save taxpayer funds but also save our personal liberties.



Charles Battig.

Ablemarle.
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