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by

Charles Battig, MS, MD
“A U.S. Supreme ‘Change of Climate Consensus’”
I support your decision to go forward with the US-29 western by-pass.

In 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the Massachusetts vs. EPA decision that:

“The harms associated with climate change are serious and well recognized.  The Government’s own objective assessment of the relevant science and a strong consensus among qualified experts indicate that global warming threatens…a precipitate rise in sea levels, severe and irreversible changes to natural ecosystems, a significant reduction in winter snow pack with direct and important economic consequences, and increases in the spread of disease and the ferocity of weather events.”
Four years later, none of these catastrophes have taken place; this past 4th of July weekend, mountain recreation parks were closed because of persistent snow pack conditions.  Hurricane activity remains at a multi-decade low. Global temperatures have been in a ten year decline.  Recent satellite data show a remarkable downward trend in sunspot activity, reminiscent of the associated “Little Ice Age” spanning the period 1300-1850.  The current scientific concern is with solar activity, not innocent carbon footprints.
The Court’s claims read similar to the “Cool Counties Declaration,” crafted in part by the Sierra Club, and which the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors adopted in December 2007.  The County BOS adopted a dozen prepared “Whereas” statements including the claim of scientific consensus that scientists, un-named, had determined the requirement to reduce global warming emissions 80 per cent below current (2007) levels by 2050. The BOS declared the goal of stopping the increase in emissions by 2010, and to reduce them by two per cent per year thereafter.  What is your success record on this? Has the building frenzy at UVA impacted on your goals?
At the June 8, 2011 BOS meeting, one Board member could do no better than enumerating a hodgepodge of science organizations in justification of maintaining County membership in the “Cool Counties” club.  Many of these organizations have been demonstrated to be mouthing the position of their leadership, and not of their constituent members.  Claims of “consensus” fade into political partisanship once it is realized that the officers of one organization may sit on the leadership chairs of another.  
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Rank-and-file members have published letters of resignation from such organizations because their dissenting views are repressed.

Now fast forward to June 20, 2011, when the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in the American Electric Power vs. Connecticut suit.  Justice Ginsburg is quoted:
“The Court, we caution, endorses no particular view of the complicated issues related to carbon dioxide emissions and climate change.” 
In addition, the Court made specific reference to the Time Magazine cover story of physicist Freeman Dyson, a respected scientist well-known for his critical views of manmade global warming. Thus the Supreme Court has deliberated again, and now officially recognizes its limits of knowledge in the field of climate science.  

As this distinguished group of lawyers has finally come to terms with the limits to their own expertise in matters of climate science, can the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors, including those trained as lawyers, not do the same?
The manufactured scare of manmade climate change and the capricious demonizing of carbon dioxide as the prime culprit have not withstood the test of historical record.  Since 2001, atmospheric carbon dioxide levels have increased five per cent.  This represents 25% of all the atmospheric carbon dioxide produced since 1751.  Global temperatures have fallen since 2001, not risen as claimed by climate alarmists.  The computer-gamed climate crisis fails the test of the real world.
Last week, Governor Bob McDonnell declined to restart the climate change panel of ex-Governor Tim Kaine. That panel is mentioned in the County-funded, ICLEI-produced “County of Albemarle, VA Emissions Baseline Report” issued in 2009.  A page of your experts listed therein managed to mislabel and confuse   nitrous oxide with oxides of nitrogen throughout the report. 

Doug Domenech, Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources, noted the futility of local action on global climate issues in a recent press release.
Have the same courage and principle as the U.S. Supreme Court judges and take Albemarle County out of the “Cool Counties” club.  The odds sounds you might hear will be the moans and groans of the various special interest groups who have made it a career path paid for by taxpayer money takings and scare stories in place of open and informed scientific debate.
