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County Staff Plays “Simon Says” 
County Follows
A review of official County documents shows that County staff (Ms. S. Temple) enrolled the County as an ICLEI member in October 2007.  This was two months before Mr. Rooker even proposed that the County join the Sierra Club’s Cool Counties program.  It was four months prior to the BOS February meeting in which Ms. Temple “recommended” that the County follow the ICLEI “5 Milestones” process.  ICLEI is a world-wide activist organization which is devoted to implementing the UN’s Agenda 21 at the local level.  It is of grave concern that unelected, County staff activists can so easily commit the County to such major policy decisions, and fund them without specific, formal BOS authorization.
More recently, this “loose cannon” behavior by County staff is illustrated by the process by which the County was committed to become a partner  with the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission in the formal application for the U.S. HUD grant “Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant.”  In this case Mr. Robert Tucker, Jr. signed the grant application on behalf of the County and committed the County to spending  $161,000, as documented in the grant application, dated August 20, 2010.  If there was any formal BOS meeting which authorized this application and taxpayer funding, I have not been able to find it.  There is more documented BOS discussion on student pet windmills and bicycle advocacy.
County citizens elect BOS members to represent them and be stewards of their interests and tax monies.  It is distressing to be able to document these two instances of staff policy actions, which have had or will have profound impacts on County policy and personal property rights, and were made without the expected BOS oversight or public discussion. 

-2-

The consequences of both of these staff decisions and actions have been an outpouring of citizen outrage, as the facts of the entanglements entered into by the County have been understood by the public
During the time since I first brought the ICLEI issue to your attention, seven other counties have dropped their ICLEI membership.  Last week, Spartanburg, SC was the most recent to vote ICLEI out.
ICLEI-USA has already geared up to represent its local members at next year’s RIO+20.  Will members of County staff be attending at taxpayer expense, unbeknownst to the BOS?
The acceptance of $999,000 of Federal HUD money by a local, un-elected group, TJPDC, is hailed by some as providing local income, and helpful advisory capabilities to the BOS.  One moral dilemma is the fact that about 40 per cent of that Federal money is borrowed or printed to order. The grant application makes clear that acceptance of the grant is conditioned on implementing Federal policy. Federal money brings Federal intrusion into our local decision making process, much like the Federal intrusion into the public school education.  
This is more than a benign “information assistance” project.   The precise wording of the TJPDC Grant document honestly sets forth the process of imposing the sustainability agenda of this non-elected, outside, activist group to measure,  count, monitor, and advocate legislation controlling every aspect of the population and property  according to their utopian ideal by  diktat. This agenda comes in turn from the Federal government which signed onto the UN’s Agenda 21 in 1993, under President Clinton.  Get ready for public policy which will “strive for a size and distribution of human population; promote clustering; and employment that provides just compensation, mobility, and fulfillment.”
No need to worry as the TJPDC is only advisory?  Many of the same individuals who will be crafting these authoritative behavior change policies are part of these non-elected groups, and will be the same ones who get to vote on these so-called recommendations when they change roles and sit on the BOS.
