As a physician, I took the Hippocratic Oath to first “do no harm.”  As a graduate engineer, I took my own oath to use my learned skills of clear and objective thinking in my future professional career.  

The letter of Dr. Durr is perhaps his attempt to prevent some theoretical harm related to the uranium mining issues debated in the letters and articles in this paper.  However, shotgun scare tactics at the expense of any scientific or logical argument cause harm at the expense of rational discourse.  An “elephant and oranges” comparison between matters of social taste and values and the “real devil in our midst” fails any measure of objective logic, and advances no evidence, plus or minus in this emotional topic.

I am particularly concerned over his raising the issue of diagnostic x-rays, CT scans, and mammograms.  Taken in total, these modalities have been life-saving to thousands of patients.  The good doctor surely realizes that no drug, no surgery, no diagnostic procedure is 100% without risk.  Drink too much water and you can kill yourself.  
Dr. Durr raises the issue of the harm of centuries of exposure to even low levels of radiation.  I suggest that those seeking more than just a scare story look up the term “radiation hormesis.”  Although controversial, there are numerous documented cases of human low level radiation which show a lower incidence of various diseases, including cancers, and lower death rates than in the general population. Patients are treated at Japan’s Misasa Radon Springs and Austria’s Bad Gastein Radon Therapy Hospital for a variety of illnesses.  In Taiwan, cobalt 60 contaminated-steel apartment buildings produced far fewer cases of cancer in their dwellers than in the general public over a sixteen year period.  In Saxony Germany, women living near uranium mining areas have lower lung cancer rates than a control group from a lower radon area.
The real “devil in our midst” is lack of informed scientific discourse.
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