As a taxpayer, I do have a stake in the upcoming mid-term elections, and I consider that fortunate, not “unfortunate” as M. Mann expresses in his October 8, 2010 article.  Science has been politicized from the days of Galileo vs. the Church, if not earlier. The subsequent validation of Galileo’s then heretical notion that the Earth revolved about the Sun is testimony to scientific truth outlasting the politics of the day.  
Professor Mann claims exoneration by Penn State, the EPA, and the University of East Anglia (UEA).  The exoneration he quotes is, however, of “accusations of impropriety”; not exoneration of his scientific claims. His unsubstantiated claims of manmade climate changes being “near-certain linked to human activity” neglects solar, cosmic particle, water vapor, natural rhythms of ocean and atmospheric circulations amongst many incompletely understood climate factors.  Where is his proof that carbon dioxide is the sole driver of various weather phenomena?  He claims “more powerful hurricanes” even as Florida State University researcher Ryan Maue documents a near 30 year low in cyclone/hurricane activity.  Phil Hume of (UEA) was quoted in the February 14, 2010, U.K. Sunday Daily Mail that there has been no global warming since 1995; this in spite of rising atmospheric carbon dioxide.  There is no such scientific certainty that Mann claims.
Mann’s stated concern for “young researchers” would be best served if he would direct them to read the 1974 Caltech commencement address by Nobel Prize winner Richard Feynman.  In part he exhorts the young scientists:  “if you’re doing an experiment, you should report everything that you think might make it invalid…if you make a theory…you must put down all the facts that disagree with it…details that could throw doubt on your interpretation must be given.”   Google “hide the decline” and Mann’s name appears.   He appears to have missed out on Feynman’s warning about cargo cult science.
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