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Perhaps one or more participants in the Richmond conference will offer a  commercial scale, reliable “alternate energy” source that produces electricity at the same or lower cost than does present gas/coal/nuclear.   It should do so without   overly generous governmental subsides, either by direct funding or by the backdoor of generous tax write-offs, tax credits, or special depreciation schedules as these are all ultimately paid for by the taxpayer. 
The track record elsewhere gives no reason to be optimistic.  President Obama used to point to Spain as the “green economy model” for the U.S.  Since the collapse of the Spanish economy earlier this year, their solar industry withered following withdrawal of the massive Spanish government subsidies. Green jobs in Spain had been calculated to have destroyed 2.2  traditional  jobs for each green job generated, at a cost of about $750,000 each.  The U.S. Energy Information Agency documents the 20x (approx.) more dollar subsidies per-amount-of-energy-produced for solar and wind than for even nuclear power.  Wind and solar are on the perpetual life support of taxpayer subsidies
Denmark is the poster child for wind turbine power, and yet no conventional power plants have been closed there.  Erratic and excess wind power there is sent to Sweden to pumped storage facilities, or sent to Germany at bargain rates while the Danes pay sky-high electric rates.
The governments of Sweden and Germany are now supporting the construction of more nuclear power plants.  China is reported to be building one coal fired power plant per week, and 100 nuclear plants over 20 years. 
The Wall Street Journal (WSJ), October 30, 2009 reported that the West Texas, 36,000 acre wind farm project would use 240 Chinese made turbines, but only 15% of the 2,800 jobs would be in the U.S.  The rest of these “green jobs” would be in China, not in the U.S.
The WSJ September 28, 2010 reports that General Electric has formed a joint venture with a Chinese company to build wind turbines…in China.
China is home to the major sources of rare earth elements needed in wind turbine and electric motor construction.  They have recently discussed a moratorium on exporting these essential elements.
Bolivia is the major known source for lithium, essential to battery manufacture.
Last year ago, England got out of the wind turbine manufacturing business.
In practice, wind power is proving to be more polluting than the natural gas power plants would have been if the wind turbines had never been built.  The recent Bentek Report shows an increased level in pollution by the intermittent nature of wind power causing the inefficient operation of conventional backup gas and coal plants in Utah and Texas.
 Please visit Robert Bradley’s excellent website www.masterresource.org for detailed analyses of many energy issues, including wind power and solar.  At their July 14, 2010 website is the letter “Dear Virginia: Beware of a Windpower Racket in Your State” by Glenn Schleede sent by him July 12, 2010 to Governor McDonnell. Section “D” of that document details the benefits granted by the 2007 Virginia legislature to promote renewable energy at the expense of the Virginia taxpayer, rate payer. One provision mentioned there seems to limit some power of our rate setting commission.
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Wind turbine installations require conventional power plants as backup energy sources.  Wind turbine power is not baseline power.  Should Virginia go for the allure of Federal money and increase   future national indebtedness  for an off-shore wind farm and theoretical green jobs, how many, where, and what type of conventional power plants will be built?  The current political season and the efforts of the Tea Party(s) have made the public aware that our Federal government is broke.  We live on the Chinese financing of our public debt.  TARP and other “stimulus” programs are now widely recognized as increased Chinese indebtedness.
Your featured speaker, Mr. Pickens, is reported to have some 687 wind turbines on his hands as he cancelled his Texas wind farm project July 2009.  Perhaps he hopes to pawn some off here in Virginia.
At the Federal level, the current administration is enacting policies which are destructive to our domestic energy independence.  The U.S. is the “Saudi Arabia” of coal, and now is so in natural gas.  The discovery of the extent of the shale gas in the Marcellus field here in the East caused a collapse in natural gas prices last year; this was quoted as a factor in Mr. Pickens’ decision to cancel his 687 wind turbine project in Texas.  Virginia off shore oil drilling was a possibility until the Obama administration cancelled state choice.  The Gulf petroleum industry and local politicians now claim more destruction of the local economy because of the Federal ban on off shore drilling than did the BP oil spill itself.  The current Federal administration actively impedes our becoming energy self sufficient in spite of our huge reserves of fossil fuels, as do “green” advocacy groups. Many await the results of our November elections to help reverse these ideological, destructive energy policies.
At the local level there are the “sustainability” advocates ever pushing to control local government and freedom of choice.  One vehicle is the International Council for Local Initiatives (ICLEI) or Local Governments for Sustainability.  In 1992, this group helped create “Agenda21.” Charlottesville, Falls Church, Fredrick County, Harrisonburg, Roanoke County, Warrenton, and Norfolk are some Virginia ICLEI cities.  Here in Charlottesville such groups proffer “stimulus” money together with their “sustainability” dogma.
You had asked for more information about VA-SEEE.  This group was founded by S. Fred Singer, Ph.D., Kenneth Haapala, M.S., and Randy Randol, Ph.D. in order to focus on energy and environmental issues in Virginia using the talents of selected individuals in Virginia.
Dr. Singer is perhaps the best known, international expert on climate and energy issues.  He is professor emeritus of environmental sciences at the University of Virginia, and is Distinguished Research Professor at George Mason University.  He was the first director of the U.S. National Weather Satellite Service; he was founding dean of the School of Environmental and Planetary Sciences at the University of Miami.  He has published over 400 technical papers in scientific and economic journals, and continues to lecture world-wide on climate and energy topics.  One of his books, “Unstoppable Global Warming…Every 1,500 Years” was a New York Times best seller. He and Ken Haapala have testified before numerous hearings in the U.S. Congress and the EPA. Perhaps Mr. Domenech heard him speak at the 4th International Conference on Climate Change this past May in Chicago.  In 1990 Dr. Singer founded The Science & Environmental Policy Project.   Please visit this website www.sepp.org and the related www.haapala.com/sepp for a glimpse into our areas of expertise.
Mr. Haapala has many years experience as an acknowledged expert in the field of economics as applied to energy issues, and has lectured on this topic in numerous venues.  Dr. Randol brings experience related to commercial energy production.
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Dr. Singer and Mr. Haapala are leaders in the field of analyzing energy issues and have access to others in the field.  I hope that you would be open to contacting them, or they contacting you. 
Ms. Matsen, I can only guess at how busy you are in your new role.  Our group wishes to offer our diverse expertise in helping you and Governor McDonnell reach your energy goals.  Some  attractive political goals may, or may not, be compatible with scientific or economic  realities.  As a non-paid, non-commercial, volunteer group we offer our impartial assessment of these energy related topics, and can bring to your attention aspects of which you might not be aware.  Commercial interests have a track record of being overly optimistic for their renewable energy proposals; the taxpayer has the record of paying for good intentions gone awry.
I will be attending the Virginia Tea Party Convention in Richmond, October 8-9, 2010.  My VA-SEEE counterpart for the Richmond area, Dr. Martin Mangino, is scheduled to be on the program.   Governor McDonnell and other Commonwealth officials are also listed; I hope to have a chance to chat with them again.  I hope that I will have the opportunity to meet with you.









Yours truly,









Charles Battig, M.D.










President, Piedmont Chapter









VA-SEEE 
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Ms. Maureen Matsen


Deputy Secretary of Natural Resources and


Senior Advisor on Energy


Commonwealth of Virginia 


Patrick Henry Building


1111 East Broad Street


Richmond, VA  23219





Dear Ms. Matsen,





I greatly appreciate your personally phoning me yesterday in response to my letter to you and to my related letters to others in the Commonwealth’s administration.    It was my pleasure to meet you this way and have a lengthy discussion on the issues I had raised.   Your enthusiasm in your new role is bodes well for the Commonwealth. This letter will serve to touch upon some of these topics further, with the benefit of that conversation.





You mentioned that next month’s “Virginia’s First Governor’s Conference on Energy” did not have “climate or climate change” in the program.   Climate change, now fashionably known as “global climate disruption” is the elephant in the room, however.  It is likely that the current attention to energy, particularly “renewable energy,” would not be taking place without the past 20 plus years of media attention, environmental activism, pseudoscience climate research, and political favoritism pushing the manmade, climate change scare story on the public.   If one recalls the 1991 statement from the Club of Rome “In searching for a new enemy to unite us, we came up with the idea that pollution, the threat of global warming…would fit the bill,” then these past 20 years of manufactured focus on manmade global warming can be seen in context of a motivation to control energy, and thereby control the public on a global scale.





The 2009 “climatgate” affair revealed gross scientific misconduct by climatologists here and in the United Kingdom, and the manmade global warming activist agenda of the United Nations, the European Union, and our own Federal Government. The failure of the actual global climate to deliver the forecasted catastrophes has left the public disillusioned with both scientists and politicians.  However, this period also gave rise to numerous entrepreneurs, both political and commercial, all offering to provide solutions for the contrived “problems” of carbon foot prints and the “carbon pollution” of fossil fuel energy sources.  A good scare story has always provided the impetus for the public to be hoodwinked into accepting imposed solutions.

















Perhaps one or more participants in the Richmond conference will offer a  commercial scale, reliable “alternate energy” source that produces electricity at the same or lower cost than does present gas/coal/nuclear.   It should do so without   overly generous governmental subsides, either by direct funding or by the backdoor of generous tax write-offs, tax credits, or special depreciation schedules as these are all ultimately paid for by the taxpayer.  


The track record elsewhere gives no reason to be optimistic.  President Obama used to point to Spain as the “green economy model” for the U.S.  Since the collapse of the Spanish economy earlier this year, their solar industry withered following withdrawal of the massive Spanish government subsidies. Green jobs in Spain had been calculated to have destroyed 2.2  traditional  jobs for each green job generated, at a cost of about $750,000 each.  The U.S. Energy Information Agency documents the 20x (approx.) more dollar subsidies per-amount-of-energy-produced for solar and wind than for even nuclear power.  Wind and solar are on the perpetual life support of taxpayer subsidies.


Denmark is the poster child for wind turbine power, and yet no conventional power plants have been closed there.  Erratic and excess wind power there is sent to Sweden to pumped storage facilities, or sent to Germany at bargain rates while the Danes pay sky-high electric rates.


The governments of Sweden and Germany are now supporting the construction of more nuclear power plants.  China is reported to be building one coal fired power plant per week, and 100 nuclear plants over 20 years. 


The Wall Street Journal (WSJ), October 30, 2009 reported that the West Texas, 36,000 acre wind farm project would use 240 Chinese made turbines, but only 15% of the 2,800 jobs would be in the U.S.  The rest of these “green jobs” would be in China, not in the U.S.


The WSJ September 28, 2010 reports that General Electric has formed a joint venture with a Chinese company to build wind turbines…in China.


China is home to the major sources of rare earth elements needed in wind turbine and electric motor construction.  They have recently discussed a moratorium on exporting these essential elements.


Bolivia is the major known source for lithium, essential to battery manufacture.


Last year ago, England got out of the wind turbine manufacturing business.


In practice, wind power is proving to be more polluting than the natural gas power plants would have been if the wind turbines had never been built.  The recent Bentek Report shows an increased level in pollution by the intermittent nature of wind power causing the inefficient operation of conventional backup gas and coal plants in Utah and Texas. 


 Please visit Robert Bradley’s excellent website � HYPERLINK "http://www.masterresource.org" �www.masterresource.org� for detailed analyses of many energy issues, including wind power and solar.  At their July 14, 2010 website is the letter “Dear Virginia: Beware of a Windpower Racket in Your State” by Glenn Schleede sent by him July 12, 2010 to Governor McDonnell. Section “D” of that document details the benefits granted by the 2007 Virginia legislature to promote renewable energy at the expense of the Virginia taxpayer, rate payer. One provision mentioned there seems to limit some power of our rate setting commission.


Wind turbine installations require conventional power plants as backup energy sources.  Wind turbine power is not baseline power.  Should Virginia go for the allure of Federal money and increase   future national indebtedness  for an off-shore wind farm and theoretical green jobs, how many, where, and what type of conventional power plants will be built?  The current political season and the efforts of the Tea Party(s) have made the public aware that our Federal government is broke.  We live on the Chinese financing of our public debt.  TARP and other “stimulus” programs are now widely recognized as increased Chinese indebtedness.


Your featured speaker, Mr. Pickens, is reported to have some 687 wind turbines on his hands as he cancelled his Texas wind farm project July 2009.  Perhaps he hopes to pawn some off here in Virginia.


At the Federal level, the current administration is enacting policies which are destructive to our domestic energy independence.  The U.S. is the “Saudi Arabia” of coal, and now is so in natural gas.  The discovery of the extent of the shale gas in the Marcellus field here in the East caused a collapse in natural gas prices last year; this was quoted as a factor in Mr. Pickens’ decision to cancel his 687 wind turbine project in Texas.  Virginia off shore oil drilling was a possibility until the Obama administration cancelled state choice.  The Gulf petroleum industry and local politicians now claim more destruction of the local economy because of the Federal ban on off shore drilling than did the BP oil spill itself.  The current Federal administration actively impedes our becoming energy self sufficient in spite of our huge reserves of fossil fuels, as do “green” advocacy groups. 


At the local level there are the “sustainability” advocates ever pushing to control local government and freedom of choice.  One vehicle is the International Council for Local Initiatives (ICLEI) or Local Governments for Sustainability.  In 1992, this group helped create “Agenda21.” Charlottesville, Falls Church, Fredrick County, Harrisonburg, Roanoke County, Warrenton, and Norfolk are some Virginia ICLEI cities.


You had asked for more information about VA-SEEE.  This group was founded by S. Fred Singer, Ph.D., Kenneth Haapala, M.S., and Randy Randol, Ph.D. in order to focus on energy and environmental issues in Virginia using the talents of selected individuals in Virginia.


Dr. Singer is perhaps the best known, international expert on climate and energy issues.  He is professor emeritus of environmental sciences at the University of Virginia, and is Distinguished Research Professor at George Mason University.  He was the first director of the U.S. National Weather Satellite Service; he was founding dean of the School of Environmental and Planetary Sciences at the University of Miami.  He has published over 400 technical papers in scientific and economic journals, and continues to lecture world-wide on climate and energy topics.  One of his books, “Unstoppable Global Warming…Every 1,500 Years” was a New York Times best seller. He and Ken Haapala have testified before numerous hearings in the U.S. Congress and the EPA. Perhaps Mr. Domenech heard him speak at the 4th International Conference on Climate Change this past May in Chicago.  In 1990 Dr. Singer founded The Science & Environmental Policy Project.   Please visit this website � HYPERLINK "http://www.sepp.org" �www.sepp.org� and the related � HYPERLINK "http://www.haapla.com/sepp" �www.haapla.com/sepp� for a glimpse into our areas of expertise.


Mr. Haapala has many years experience as an acknowledged expert in the field of economics as applied to energy issues, and has lectured on this topic in numerous venues.  Dr. Randol brings experience related to commercial energy production. .    


 Dr. Singer and Mr. Haapala are leaders in the field of analyzing energy issues and have access to others in the field.  I hope that you would be open to contacting them, or they contacting you. 


Ms. Matsen, I can only guess at how busy you are in your new role.  Our group wishes to offer our diverse expertise in helping you and Governor McDonnell reach your energy goals.  Some political goals may, or may not, be compatible with scientific realities.  As a non-paid, non-commercial, volunteer group we offer our impartial assessment of these energy related topics, and can bring to your attention aspects of which you might not be aware.  Commercial interests have a track record of being overly optimistic for their renewable energy proposals; the taxpayer has the record of paying for good intentions gone awry.


I will be attending the Virginia Tea Party Convention in Richmond, October 8-9, 2010.  My VA-SEEE counterpart for the Richmond area, Dr. Martin Mangino, is scheduled to be on the program.   Governor McDonnell and other Commonwealth officials are also listed; I hope to have a chance to chat with them again.  I hope that I will have the opportunity to meet with you.





								Yours truly,





								Charles Battig, M.D.	


								President, Piedmont Chapter


								VA-SEEE 


								


 

















